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Paderborn, Germany - Site of the 24th General Chapter 

     A General Chapter is an assembly of representatives from every unit in the 
Congregation who come together every six years for the purpose of spiritual 
renewal and decision making.    
    Sister Maria del Rosario Castro, Superior General, opened the Chapter 
stating: “The Chapter is an experience of communion with our sisters throughout 
the world, as well as with our community in heaven, where we have powerful 
intercessors.  It is a communion with those who share in our charism and those 
who want us to make God’s love visible to them.  The Chapter is a time of 
listening to what the Spirit of God is saying to us.  
     The fact that the Chapter is held in Paderborn where Mother Pauline received 
her vocation is a sign for all of us. We are here to keep alive the flame of our 
charism." 
     Sister Mary Edward Spohrer, Provincial of the Eastern Province, reflected: “It 
was a beautiful experience of grace – a deeper and stronger understanding of 
our communion of heart and life as daughters of Mother Pauline throughout the 
world.”

Sister Maria del Rosario 
Castro is pictured here on 
the day she graciously 
accepted her reappointment 
as Superior General for 
another five years.

Sisters from North and South America, Germany and the Philippines gather on the Motherhouse 
steps in Paderborn, Germany. They were the delegates, translators and guests who took part in the 
24th General Chapter of the Sisters of Christian Charity during the month of July. 

Sister Mary Joseph Schultz 
is the newly elected General 
Councilor from North 
America. Sister resides 
with the Generalate in Haus 
Mallinckrodt. Her ministry 
concerns matters affecting 
the entire Congregation.



On August 14th, the Sisters of Christian Charity gathered in their chapel at Mallinckrodt Convent, Mendham, NJ, to 
celebrate the Renewal of Vows of 10 Temporary Professed Sisters. Sr. Maria del Rosario Castro, General Superior of 
the Congregation, received the vows of the sisters in the presence of the community. (front row) Sr. Mathilde de Lucy, 
music teacher, St. Francis Cathedral School, Metuchen, NJ; Sr. Luiza Simon, Director of Faith Formation, Holy Infancy 
Parish, Bethlehem, PA; Sr. Bridget Harakal, teacher, St. Francis Cathedral School, Metuchen, NJ; Sr. Clara Kim, 
Chaplain, St. Joseph’s Healthcare and Rehab Center, Cedar Grove, NJ; Sr. Marie del Rosario Castro; Sr. Lucianna Le,  
teacher-aide at All Saints Academy, Parsippany, NJ,                            
(back row) Sr. Josephine Wagner, student at Kings College, Wilkes-Barre, PA; Sr. Regina Bathalon, teacher, 
St. Elizabeth School, Bernardsville, NJ; Sr. Maria Pia Arca, Certified Nursing Assistant, Motherhouse; Sr. John Paul 
Thorley, teacher, Morris Catholic High School, Denville, NJ; Sr. Mary Amata Reifsnyder, Charge Nurse, Internal 
Medicine Department, DePaul Clinic of St. Joseph’s Hospital, Paterson, NJ.

Sister Celebrates Perpetual Profession

On August 15th, Sr. Sophia Marie Peralta pronounced her 
perpetual vows as a Sister of Christian Charity. Pictured are Sr. 
Maria del Rosario Castro, General Superior of the Congregation, 
Sr. Mary Edward Spohrer, Provincial of the North American 
Eastern Province, Sr. Sophia Marie, and Most Rev. Manuel 
Cruz, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Newark, NJ and 
Vicar for the Hispanic Apostolate who officiated the ceremony. 
Sr. Sophia Marie is currently the Assistant Director of Campus 
Ministry at Allentown Central Catholic High School, Allentown, PA.

On August 16th, Sister Paulina Navarro and 
Sister Graciela Colon pronounced their vows as 
Sisters of Christian Charity in the Liturgy of First 
Profession. Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli of the 
Diocese of Paterson, NJ officiated. The Sisters 
expressed gratitude for the loving support and 
prayers of all the Sisters during initial formation 
and are “excited to go out on Mission to become 
worthy daughters of Blessed Pauline.” 

Sisters Pronounce First Vows
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        Sisters of Christian Charity Celebrate
“Laudate Dominum. . . Exsultate, jubilate!” resounded throughout the Chapel of Mary Immaculate of the 
Sisters of Christian Charity, Mendham, NJ, on August 21st as the community celebrated the 170th Anni-
versary of the Congregation's founding, as well as the Provincial Jubilee Day!

 
Eight Sisters renewed their 
vowed consecration in 
celebration of 40, 60, 70, 75 
and 80 years of faithful and 
loving service – a total of 505 
years!                            
standing: Sr. Mary Mark 
Smith, (60); Sr. Marilyn 
McCusker, (60); Provincial 
Sr. Mary Edward Spohrer, 
(60); Superior General 
Sr. Maria del Rosario Cas-
tro, (40); Sr. Mary Damien 
Buskirk, (60); 
seated: Sr. Mara Beadle, (75); 
Sr. Mary Stanislaus Surgoft, 
(80); Sr. Theresa Marie 
Yeakel, (70)
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Dear Friends,
     Happy New Year! I hope you 
had a wonderful Christmas mak-
ing memories with your loved 
ones. Mallinckrodt Convent was 
certainly filled with peace, love, joy 
and gratitude. The Office of Mission 
Advancement is especially grateful 
for your generosity to our Christmas 
Appeal and looks forward to sharing 
some pictures with you of what your 
generosity provided for the Sisters.  
     This year, we have made some New Year’s resolutions! 
First, we’d like to communicate better with our friends. 
While Weavings will remain our biggest vehicle for news, 
we will also utilize MailChimp, an email subscription 
service, to send a monthly update. Our first email was a 
Christmas message in December. If you’d like to subscribe, 
visit our website or Facebook page and fill in the form on 
the sidebar that says, “Join Our Email List.” You can also 
visit the sign-up form directly at http://eepurl.com/gymZ4T. 
You can unsubscribe at any time. We are so excited about 
this new service and hope you will take advantage of it. 
     For weekly updates and photos, you can like us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/scceasternprovince. You 
can also message us to ask a question or say “Hi” to one 
of your favorite Sisters. We always enjoy reading all the 
comments on our posts, so don’t be shy!
     Finally, our website, www.scceast.org, is a great re-
source bringing you the most comprehensive information 
and news about the SCCs and their ministry around the 
world. We plan to add new features this year including a 
Jubilee and Memorial page...stay tuned. 
    You can always reach out to us directly by calling 973-
230-5355 or emailing dev.director@scceast.org. Thank 
you for your continued interest in the Sisters of Christian 
Charity. I hope you enjoy this issue of Weavings!  

Gratefully,
Casey Dolan
Associate Director of Mission Advancement

Retreat Refreshes Companions 

     Seventy SCC Companions of Pauline and their mod-
erators held their annual retreat at the Motherhouse in 
Mendham.  The theme for the day was “Mother Pauline in 
Legacy and in Glory.”  
     Sr. Ann Marie Paul, Director of the Passaic Neighbor-
hood Center for Women, presented the results of the East-
ern Provincial Chapter in Mendham and the 24th General 
Chapter in Paderborn, Germany.  
     In the afternoon presentation, “Enjoying Life in the Com-
munion of Saints”, Sr. Marie Pauline Demek, Provincial 
Councilor, Director of the Villa Pauline  Retreat and Spiritual 
Center, shared a deeper understanding of the Communion 
of Saints and provided ideas to re-imagine All Saints Day. 
The day ended with everyone present praying a litany of the 
Church’s most recent Saints.

Left to right   Some Participants in the Retreat Day 
Kathy Dalton, Sr. Mary Veronica Kulsar, Sr. Marie Pauline Demek, 
Maryann Sheerin, Jack Yanity, Anne Tredici, Karen Yanity, Sr. 
Marie Colette Martelli, Elizabeth Kajajain, Louise Serfas, Elaine 
Thornberry, Sr. Ann Marie Paul



Our Mission Statement calls us 
“to give and receive Christ’s 
love, joy, peace and healing 

for the life of the world.” 
This past summer the Sisters of 
the Eastern Province provided 

service around the globe 
to spread Christ’s love and 

mercy to His poor ones.
These pages recount their 

              loving              service.

Report from the Border:
A majority of the immigrant families will end up in the 
care of Catholic Charities. Here it is up to the nonprofit 
to get them on their feet in the U.S. When each round of 
families arrives, they line up to receive care packages of 
donated personal  hygiene products and other supplies. 
There are currently 800 people in the facility which cost 
approximately $100,000 per month to operate. More than 
150,000 people have come through these doors. (Sister 
Norma Pimentel, M.J. – Executive Director of the 
Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley

Reflections from Sister Paulina:
I was grateful for the opportunity to serve the immigrant 
community. In the midst of depravation they were so grateful. 
They waited in line endlessly for a small portion of food and 
they were always patient. I was amazed also at how many 
volunteers from around the country came together to assist 
them. Some volunteers were Methodist who put religious 
differences aside to work for the good of the people. The 
work itself was overwhelming. They are constantly in need 
of more resources and volunteers. The food and clothing 
lines never ended,  and we were often running out of certain 
garment sizes. One day we distributed for four continuous 
hours.

Reflections from Sister Marie Jose:
The center was buzzing with activity. While we stood near the 
entrance waiting for instructions, a new busload of migrants 
arrived, so we became the "welcoming committee." Our 
simple "holas" were received with bright, warm smiles.
The Center is truly a place of respite. It is a place where 
children can once again become children. It is a place where 
dignity can be healed and restored. Our greatest lesson and 
privilege was to be able to stand with the Church and, with 
open arms, say "Welcome." 

  4   
 O u r   S i s t e r s ’                           

Ministering to Migrants at the Border

Members of the SCC Formation Group meet with 
Sister Norma Pimentel, M.J. -center - who was 
recognized by Pope Francis for her work with the 
migrants. (from left: Srs.Paulina Navarro, Graciela 
Colon, Elena Pearce, and Postulant Ashley Sanchez

  Srs. Gabrielle 
  Nguyen (left) and
  Marie Jose de la 
  Rosa meet with a 
  group of volun-
  teers who helped 
  them prepare 
  meals for the   
  migrants.

  Sister Gabrielle
  and her helpers 
  prepare chicken 
  that was donated 
  to the shelter.  
  They are heavily 
  dependent on the 
  generosity of 
  others for food 
  and items of 
  personal hygiene.

  Sister Marie Jose 
  works to set up a 
  mini-clinic within
  the shelter for 
  those who will be 
  needing their care.



     January 25, 2020 marks the 25th anniversary of the founding 
of our SCC Philippine Unit. In 1995, Sr. Gregoris Michels, then 
General Superior of the Congregation, Sr. Maria Dolores Tan of 
the North American Eastern Province and Sr. Theresia Barkey 
of the German Region embarked on an opportunity to spread 
Bl. Pauline’s charism to the people of Quezon City, Philippines. 
Sisters Patricia Murphy and Mary Martha Garzon from the 
Eastern Province also joined them for its beginnings. 
     The Sisters who served in the past and who now serve use 
all their energies and resources to make Christ known and loved, 
imitating especially His love for the poor. The care for the blind 
people in all their needs is a priority, a ministry so dear to the 
heart of Blessed Pauline. Sr. Maria Dolores Tan has served as 
Unit Coordinator for the mission and Sr. Theresia Barkey as lead 
instructor for the blind since the Unit’s inception.
     Over the past 25 years, the ministry has expanded and 
includes: Margarertha Home for the Blind, a residential home for 
poor blind girls and young women; (see picture below) Mother 
Pauline Learning Center for the Blind, special educational 
programs for blind children and young adults with additional 
disabilities; Helping and Healing Hands,  including health 
programs, a massage and reflexology center and workshops 
and Blessed Pauline Convent, a place where people in need, 
especially the blind, can ask for help.
     For this momentous occasion, the Sisters of North America 
gifted the 
Sisters, staff 
and girls with 
the joy of 
traveling to a 
vacation spot 
for some rest, 
relaxation, and 
fun!

Mission Uganda, 
a student-organized 
club of Morris 

Catholic High School, 
Denville, NJ, began in 
2017 to assist their partner 
schools in Uganda.  This 
past summer, Sr. John 
Paul Thorley traveled to 
Soroti, Uganda with a 
group of students, alumni 
and parents. One of the 
schools visited was for blind children. Sister, a Math teacher at 
MCHS, shared a reflection and some photos.   
     “With great smiles the students welcomed me into their 
classrooms where I taught Math to Primary 1 and 7 classes. 
They were eager learners. Before the girls lined up for their 
meal of posho 
(corn meal) 
and beans, I 
joined them for 
the rosary. All 
700 girls knelt 
in the dirt field 
and prayed. At 
the end of the 
day, we joined 
the Primary 4 
class for the 
evening prep 
period and taught Math, Spanish, French and answered random 
questions. It was a packed day, filled with the movement and 
grace of the Holy Spirit.”
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     Sister Martin Haubrich’s latest venture with the World 
Surgical Foundation was to Honduras. Sr. reports: “We flew 
from Harrisburg, PA arriving in San Pedro Sula without any 
problems. There had been an epidemic of dengue fever. 
The hospital had 32 children who were very sick.  Every 
moment you become aware of how gifted we are in the 
States. Each day here we give HOPE to these people. We 
were very lucky this year having 11 volunteer surgeons 
with us. We operated in 2 hospitals. Our volunteers came 
from Japan, California, Michigan, Hawaii, Virginia, Texas, 
Pennsylvania, Louisiana, and Florida. It is amazing how we 
all work together. The Honduran Minister of Affairs met with 
us and said: “We are the HOPE of Honduras!”

Philippine Unit Celebrates
25th Anniversary!

 G l o b a l   O u t r e a c h !                           

JPIC Team Launches Initiatives                                                                                         
by Sister Patrice Owens, S.C.C.- JPIC Coordinator 

     One of the proposals at our Provincial Chapter 
in February 2019 was to identify a Sister who 
would be willing to assume the role of JPIC 
Coordinator.  Having served for 19 years as 
principal of Immaculate Conception School in the 
Bronx, I was ready for a change of ministry and felt 
called to do this work.  Sr. Mary Edward and the 
Council approved the job description for the role 
and affirmed my goals and priorities as I invited 
other Sisters to form a JPIC team.   Seven Sisters were eager to join: 
Sr. Marlene Weitzel, Sr. Joann Marie Aumand, Sr. Joanne Bednar, 
Sr. Graciela Colon, Sr. Mary Amata Reifsnyder, Sr. Gabrielle Nguyen 
and Sr. Ann Marie Paul.  I met with Sr. Juliana Miska when she visited 
the Eastern Province about collaborating with the Sisters in our Western 
Region who are involved in works of justice on the local and global levels. 
     At our October Assembly, the Team provided the Sisters an 
opportunity to take action on the immigration issue.  Eighty-one Sisters 
responded by writing notes to our migrant brothers and sisters. Sr. 
Graciela Colon delivered the letters to First Friends, an organization 
that provides services for immigrants.  Some also signed up to write to 
and pray for a pen pal. 
     Since the work of justice is not just for the JPIC team, one of our 
goals is to make our Sisters as well as the Companions of Pauline 
more aware of any current social justice issues and suggest how they 
can be involved.  To accomplish this, I email a weekly JPIC Round Up 
every Monday morning and hope to create a quarterly newsletter 
continued on page 7



       The first-ever 
  anniversary  
  fundraising 
  luncheon for 
  the Passaic 
  Neighborhood 
  Center for Women
  was held at the 
  Rockaway River
  Country Club on 
  September 24, 
  2019. 

     New York Times bestselling author, Christina Baker 
Kline, author of Orphan Train and A Piece of the World, 
gave a stimulating presentation to over 100 women who 
attended the luncheon.  The subcommittee of Sisters 
from various communities who were responsible for 
the founding of the Center in 2013 are pictured above:  
Sister of Charity Joan Repka, Dominican Sister of Hope 
Catherine McDonnell, Sister of Christian Charity Mary 
Edward Spohrer and Missionary Sister of the Immaculate 
Conception Eleanor Goekler.  (Missing from photo: Sister 
Ascenza Tizzano, Religious Teachers Filippini).  

     On the first Sunday in October, National Life Chain 
invites churches in each city and town to stand on a 
designated sidewalk and pray/protest for 90 minutes.
     Participating in this year’s 
Life Chain were Msgr. Kenneth 
Brighenti, pastor of St. Magdalen 
de Pazzi Parish, Flemington, 
and Sr. Marie Luu, SCC, Parish 
Catechetical Leader, together 
with other parishioners.

Sr. Anna Tran now serves as the Parish 
Catechetical Leader (PLC) for St. Cecelia’s 
Parish, Iselin, NJ. S. Anna sees her new 
responsibility as a role model who desires to 
bring all people into relationship with Jesus. 

Sr. Marie Luu accepted the 
role of Parish Catechetical Leader (PLC) for 
St. Magdalen de Pazzi Parish, Flemington, 
NJ. S. Marie hopes to find new ways to 
deepen the parish’s relationship with Jesus 
Christ through her own continuing formation, 
and spiritual journey.  

Sr. Marie Jose de la Rosa will continue her 
ministry as Professional Staff Nurse at the 
Inpatient Rehab of UPMC Susquehanna, 
Williamsport Campus.

  Sr. Mary Linda Szalejko
  returns to Our Lady of Port Richmond Regional
  Catholic School in Philadelphia, PA as a 
  Reading Resource Specialist. St. Timothy’s in
  Philadelphia is her convent home. 

Sr. Clara Kim will join our community in 
Passaic, NJ, and serve as a Chaplain in the 
Pastoral Care Department of St. Joseph’s 
Rehab in Cedar Grove.

Sr. Paulina Navarro 
resides at St. Cecilia’s 
Convent, Rockaway, NJ and is a student 
at the College of St. Elizabeth, Convent 
Station, NJ in its Religious Studies program.  
She also is a part-time teacher aide at 
Divine Mercy Academy, Rockaway, NJ.

Sr. Maria Goretti Nguyen undertook a new 
position in the spring of last year as pastoral 
associate at Our Lady of Czestochowa, a 
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic parish in South 
Plainfield, NJ.  Sister also assists with the 
youth ministry program.

  

  Sr. Graciela Colon serves as a lawyer at the 
  Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen’s
  Immigration Services, in Perth Amboy and 
  New Brunswick Offices and resides at St.  
  Cecelia’s Convent, Iselin, NJ.
 

Sr. Luiza Simon is the Parish Catechetical 
Leader at Holy Infancy Parish, Bethlehem, 
PA. The program enjoys the multicultural 
diversity of American, Spanish and 
Portuguese students from grades 1-8 and 
adolescents who have not received the 
sacraments.
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     As part of the SCC October 
Assembly, the General Chapter 
delegates presented information 
from the Document: In Response 
to God’s Call - New Wine – New 
Wineskins.
     Sr. Mary Ann Jacobs, professor 
at Manhattan College, Bronx, 
NY, delivered a presentation: 
Your Passion is your Power: from 
Leading Self to Leading Others to 
Lead Themselves. Her session 
guided the Sisters in naming 
their core values and how these 
influence daily life. A personal Mission Statement was the 
result.

Passaic Neighborhood Center for Women 
Holds Fundraiser

National Life Chain Comes To Flemington



Bringing Joy -Text and photo by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC

    In September, Steffani Zavala, Program Director for Random 
Acts of Flowers (see website) called Sacred Heart Convent and 
asked if she could bring flowers to our  house. The answer, of 
course, was a positive one and Steffani came with about 24 small, 
vased bouquets. We spread them out on the dining room tables. 
When the Sisters came in for supper, they were surprised and went 
to look over and delight in all the  beauty. When  told they could 
each have one, choices were made with consideration. 

       The Leadership Team of the Western Region, Wilmette, IL, 
  visited with the Leadership Team of the Eastern Province at
  Mallinckrodt Convent, Mendham, NJ for several days in October.
  Considering our “deeper communion” with each other, the days 
  were spent in sharing hopes and dreams for the future, completing
  tasks mandated by the General Chapter, small group meetings 
  regarding a united mission statement, justice and peace and 
  Companions of Pauline initiatives, visiting Assumption College 
  for Sisters, Denville, NJ, and enjoying each other’s company. 

     The tabernacle from the former Holy 
Family Convent, Danville, PA now resides 
in the chapel of UPMC Williamsport 
Hospital. The many SCCs who founded 
and served the health care needs of 
the people of the Williamsport PA area 
spent their last years in prayer before this 
tabernacle. The Eucharistic Presence 
is now on the three campuses of Divine 
Providence, Muncy and Williamsport 
Hospitals. This is a significant spiritual 
connection with our SCC Eucharistic 
charism alive and well in our sponsored 
works.
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Sisters get to nurture their creativity through such events as - from left -a Halloween Parade; Poetry Reading with coffee 
and biscotti; and woodworking with S. Donna Brady. Missy, a Newfoundland Therapy Dog, gave much joy to her admirers.

Sisters Join 9-Mile Pilgrimage

      More than 700 people recently participated in a 9-mile walking 
  pilgrimage in preparation for the Consecration of the Diocese of 
  Metuchen, NJ, to Our Lady of Guadalupe. The walk commemorated the
  miles that St. Juan Diego walked from home to attend his 
  catechesis classes in 1524. The consecration took place through-  
  out the diocese on December 12, the Feast of Our Lady of
  Guadalupe. The year’s preparation sought to bring about a 
  spiritual awakenning and renewed zeal for evangelization 
  among the faithful in the Diocese.  

  The Leadership Teams as they conclude their time together:
  (from left): Sr. Mary Ann Warwick, West Secretary; Sr. Monica Cormier, 
  West Councilor; Sr. Marie Pauline Demek, East Councilor; Sr. Joann 
  Marie Aumand, East Councilor; Sr. Juliana Miska, West Regional 
  Superior; Sr. Mary Edward Spohrer, East Provincial Superior; Sr. 
  Anastasia Sanford, West Councilor; S. Marlene Weitzel, East Councilor.

West Meets  East

Activ ities  Abound for Senior Sisters

Pictured with the Most Rev. James Checchio (left) and Rev. Timothy 
Christy, Vicar General, are from left:  Sr. Chiara Marie Stempfle, Sr. 
Graciela Colon, Sr.Josephine Wagner, Sr. John Paul Thorley, Sr. Mary 
Amata Reifsnyder, Sr. Paulina Navarro, and Sr. Anna Nguyen, Vicar for 
Religious of the Diocese.

Tabernacle Finds New Home

to highlight SCCs from the east and the west who are making a 
difference for our marginalized brothers and sisters.  Both will 
appear on our website.
     Through works of justice, we are being transformed and our 
world is experiencing the transformation it so desperately needs.  
We desire to hear the cry of the poor and the cry of the earth as 
we continue to live the legacy of our foundress Blessed Pauline 
whose works of justice were a response to the needs of her own 
times and who challenges us to do Gospel justice in our world today.

News From Our Western Region

JPIC - continued from page 5

What joy these art-
ful  arrangements 
brought to each and 
every one of us. 
The photo shows 
Sr. Francetta 
Scherer (left) and 
Sr. Elizabeth Ann 
Buscher admir-
ing the various 
creations.
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Sisters of Christian Charity

350 Bernardsville Road
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 (973) 543-6528
email: sidah@scceast.org
 Website: www.scceast.org

Our purpose is  to  present  the 
mission, ministries and needs of our 

Congregation to you who continue to show 
your interest in and support of 

our Sisters.

Provincial Superior
        Sister Mary Edward Spohrer
Associate Director of Mission 
Advancement: Casey Dolan
Co-Editors:
       Sister Marie Pauline Demek
       Sister Shawn Donnelly 
      email: shawnsign@yahoo.com
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A BIG thank you to all the 
golfers, sponsors and donors 

that supported the 
6th Annual SCC Golf Outing 
this past September making it 

another great success! 
     To see photos from the outing, please 

visit www.scceast.org/golf-outing. 
Please save the date 

Thursday, September 24, 2020 – 
 Cedar Hill Golf & Country Club 

in Livingston, NJ.

 Annual SCC Golf Outing
Run-for-a-Nun
Save the date for the 

7th Annual Run for a Nun  
June 6, 2020 begining at 
Mendham Borough Park. 
Thank you to all those who 

participated last year helping 
to raise much needed funds to 
support our vocation program.  
Hope to see you again in June!


